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of the river, in order to be warped up thence, since the north wind was blowing.
And whereas, the ship being so anchored, they have been informed and it is notorious, that from the fortress of this city there was fired at them a small lombard loaded with a stone, which passed close to the said ship; which for this reason at once cleared on a course towards Castile,
And whereas they desire to take evidence in the matter, in order to act as justice may demand; therefore they administered the oath to the said Antonio Martin and Pedro Montiel, pilots, who swore in legal form and deposed as follows:
The said Antonio Martin, pilot, resident in this city, stated that yesterday, Monday, in the afternoon, by order of the judges, he and another pilot, accompanying the high sheriff, went with the master of the English ship to the said ship, which was off the entrance of this harbour and unable to sail in because of the north wind, which was blowing and continues to blow.
They boarded the said ship, where the master received them very well, and gave them to eat and drink very well indeed, and showed them certain linens, woollens and other merchandise which he carried for barter*
And just when they had dropped anchor and, the ship being anchored, all hands had begun to eat with much pleasure and good humour, from the fortress of this city a lombard was fired, and the stone passed by the poop of the ship very near to it; whereupon the ship's master turned colour, saying to witness and his companion that it was a plot to betray them.
Deponent tried to quiet and reassure him as best he could, telling him that the lombard which had been fired was a salute in welcome; the master wanted to know why, then, it had been loaded.
In fine, deponent could not prevent them from raising anchor and at once making sail.
Deponent and the other pilot put off in a small boat which they had taken out; and when, in the small boat, they passed near the fortress where was the warden, Francisco de Tapia, Alonso Davila being with him, deponent asked the warden if he thought he had acted wisely, inasmuch as the ship was departing because of the lombard he had fired; and the warden replied that the judges had advised him of nothing, for which reason he had fired.
And now deponent observes that the ship has gone, on a course for Castile, its departure having been occasioned by the lombard shot which the warden fired, according as he has deposed, to which he was an eyewitness.